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Dcclaration of the ]ntcrnational Coursc of Agroccology and Sustainablc

Rural Dcvclopmcnt

The Par‘ticipants of the |nternational Shortcourse of Agroecologg and Sustainable Rural
Developmcnt, who came to Matagalpa, Nicaragua fromi2 countries, gatl‘nered in the facilities

of the Autonomous Nationa] Universitg of Nicaragua, and upon comPletion of the Course

DECLAKE the Fo”owing:

i.We understand Sustainable Development as a Icgitimate asPiration of the whole
PoPu]ation, including both urban and rural People who yearn for a full life that allows them
to access a form of economic development that includes socialjustice, respect for
divcrsitg, balanced management of the environment, and the strengthening of democratic

institutions.

2. We recognize that without aPProPriate Po!icies you cannot achieve Sustainable
Dcvclopment ]n the Mesoamerican region, there must be a responsib]e revision of the

Public Policies that condition the access and control of the natural and Procluctive

resources.
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3. \We believe that it is necessary to Permit more autonomous ciecisiommaking processcs inour
countries; we call for a ciemocracg that listens to the voice of rural residents, and

guarantees the rigi'it of self-determination.

4.7 o have real social Participation, it is necessary to pass from discourse to Practice; we can
do this }33 socia]izing information and Promotingjustice ti‘irough a more transformative
educational process toward the creation of a common ccological conscience, as well as the
respect and support for civil society and the construction of new Participatorg democratic

modcls for sustainable cicvclopmcnt.

5. \We recognize that that both the lived-local exPeriences and international organizations are

ca”ing foran Agroecologicai aPProaci'l to our food systems.

6. \We affirm that Agroccology is a valid and necessary Proposal suPPorting Sustainable
Dcvc]opment processes tlﬁrougi‘i the desigri and management of sustainable food

sgstems.

7. 7o aPP19 Agroeco]ogg it is necessary to: a) |ncrease the cﬁcicicncg in the use of inPuts,

rcducing both environmental and economic costs; b) Substitute inPuts and conventional

Practiccs with sustainable alternatives; c) Rc~design agroecosystem with ccological
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processes; and d) Make the transition from the dominant ethics and values towards those

that suPPort more sustainable food Procluction and consumPtion.

8. We recognize the imPortancc of Promoting Participatorg action research, this is an
effective aPProaclﬁ to recover and share communithJasccl stratcgics forfood sovcreignty

ancl to gencrate increased caPacitg f:or scl)c~determination and emPowcrment

9. We consider that the starting Point to generate authentic developmcnt processes is the
recovery of local know!edge and traditional technologies, and that local interests and

needs should Prevail in the research process.

10. We alert different organizations and the gcncral Pub!ic about the risks of bio-Piratcs; the
bio~Piratcs are the organizations that through the i“egal and fraudulent maniPu!ation of
tangib!e and intangible local and incligcnous property, including seeds, germplasm, and

ancestral knowleclge, generate Private Proﬁts.

Ii. We recognizc the need to create educational programs at all levels that suPPor‘t the
transformation of socictg’s current behavior towards one that considers environmental

Protection. ]t is imPor’cant to cmphasizc graduate degree programs in Agroecology and

5ustainablc Kura] devc]opmcnt. Wc recommend that educational programs have a strong
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link with local ‘cnowledge, a commitment with rural communities, an inter-institutional and

international component, and an interdisciplinarg focus

12. We recommend that (Central American institutions lead Mesoamerican educational

Programs in /ASFOCCO!Ogy.

15. All these recommendations should be aPPIied with intercultural awareness, attention to
gender equitg, an inter-institutional focus, and with a collaborative and entrepreneurial

sPirit.

Giiven in Matagalpa, Nicaragua, on the 1 5th clag oﬂ)uly, 2006.




